
 

Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
January 30, 2022 
 
Reading I 
Jer 1:4-5, 17-19 

The word of the LORD came to me, saying: Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, 
before you were born I dedicated you, a prophet to the nations I appointed you. But do 
you gird your loins; stand up and tell them all that I command you. Be not crushed on 
their account, as though I would leave you crushed before them; for it is I this day who 
have made you a fortified city, a pillar of iron, a wall of brass, against the whole land: 
against Judah’s kings and princes, against its priests and people. They will fight against 
you but not prevail over you, for I am with you to deliver you, says the LORD. 
 
Responsorial Psalm 
Ps 71:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 15-17 

R. (cf. 15ab) I will sing of your salvation. 
 
Reading II 
1 Cor 12:31—13:13 

 
Gospel 
Lk 4:21-30 

 
HOMILY: 

 

[Begin clip of the adagio from Beethoven’s Emperor Concerto (#5)] Maria’s husband Johann drank 

away the pain of having unrealized ambitions and became abusive towards his wife. When she 

became pregnant, she questioned if she wanted another child to be born into an abusive 

environment. She didn’t go through with it and went on to have seven children — four of whom 

died very young. The child she nearly aborted would go on to become one of the most renowned 

composers and pianists of all time, Ludwig van Beethoven, who composed, among so much other, 

beauty like this…  

 

Sometimes stories like Beethoven’s are cited as compelling illustrations of the cost of abortion. And 

while I simply don’t want a world where the ethereal, transcendently beautiful music of Ludwig van 

Beethoven does not enchant, some might suggest a counter example:  what if that child was not a 

force for creative genius, but instead one of astonishing violence and destruction, like, for example, 

someone like Adolph Hitler or Genghis Khan.  Couldn’t we argue for the termination of pregnancy 

for someone of this evil ilk? 

 

It is the scripture that has begun our Mass, from the first chapter of the prophet Jeremiah which is 

often cited as support for the sacredness of pre-born life. Once we accept the authority of the Bible, 

the authority of the scriptures as a means to truth, this passage must be considered when we 

consider the sacredness of life. And it not just this passage.   

 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/jeremiah/1?4
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/psalms/71?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/1Corinthians/12?31
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/4?21


 

Let’s look back to Jeremiah and see exactly what the word of the Lord said about Jeremiah: 

The word of the Lord came to the prophet and said of him: “Before I formed you in the womb I 

knew you, before you were born I dedicated you, a prophet to the nations I appointed you.”  

The Word of God speaks of the sacredness of the prophet because God, even before he was in 

his mother’s womb…KNEW him, DEDICATED him, and APPOINTED him.  So, it is about 

more than a mission to which Jeremiah was dedicated and appointed. Instead, first and 

foremost, Jeremiah is sacred and not to be violated because God KNEW him.  Before Jeremiah 

did anything—or could do anything, God KNEW him.  And God knew him BEFORE the 

womb.  And…what God knows belongs to Him as creator.  The conclusion: other people are 

not ever our possessions! We, each of us, belong first and foremost to the creator, God. The 

sacredness of each human person therefore is not based on whether he or she does good or bad, 

whether she or he is wanted or not, whether she or he creates beauty or blight.  We are each 

sacred because God has known us from before our mother’s womb—from eternity.  And 

because we each belong to another, God, it is not our place to decide if another life is worthy 

of living or not—God has already decided this since he knew us from eternity. 

• The brilliant artist—God knew her from eternity and she is His. 

• The poor child in the slum—God knew him from eternity and he is His. 

• The prisoner in the penitentiary—God knew him from eternity and he is God’s.  

• The elderly woman in a care facility, forgotten by the world—God knew her from 

eternity and she is God’s. 

• The child born with extraordinary athletic talent destining him for the professional 

leagues—God knew him from eternity and he is God’s.  

• The infant girl, to be born with Down Syndrome—God knew her from eternity and 

she is God’s. 

 

The scriptures today reveal a truth about who we are—each of us: we are God’s possession, 

known from eternity as His sons and daughters.  Whether we turn out to be Beethoven or 

Hitler is irrelevant.  What is instead relevant is that we are God’s children, each of us—and 

He will decide the course of our life’s path.  May we be filled with the divine love to 

reverence and hallow God’s gift of life in every person, from before their conceptions until 

God calls them to eternity. 

 

 

 

 


